
641

United States Customs Service, Treasury § 134.43

handling. The ultimate purchaser in
the United States must be able to find
the marking easily and read it without
strain.

§ 134.42 Specific method may be re-
quired.

Marking merchandise by specific
methods, such as die stamping, cast-in-
the-mold lettering, etching, or engrav-
ing, or cloth labels may be required by
the Commissioner of Customs in ac-
cordance with section 304(a), Tariff Act
of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1304(a)).
Notices of such rulings shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER and
the Customs Bulletin.

§ 134.43 Methods of marking specific
articles.

(a) Marking previously required by cer-
tain provisions of the Tariff Act of 1930.
Except for goods of a NAFTA country,
articles of a class or kind listed below
shall be marked legibly and conspicu-
ously by die stamping, cast-in-the-
mold lettering, etching (acid or elec-
trolytic), engraving, or by means of
metal plates which bear the prescribed
marking and which are securely at-
tached to the article in a conspicuous
place by welding, screws, or rivets:
knives, forks, steels, cleavers, clippers,
shears, scissors, safety razors, blades
for safety razors, surgical instruments,
dental instruments, scientific and lab-
oratory instruments, pliers, pincers,
nippers and hinged hand tools for hold-
ing and splicing wire, vacuum con-
tainers, and parts of the above articles.
Goods of a NAFTA country shall be
marked by any reasonable method
which is legible, conspicuous and per-
manent as otherwise provided in this
part.

(b) Watch, clock, and timing apparatus.
The country of origin marking require-
ments on watches, clocks, and timing
apparatus are intensive and require
special methods. (See § 11.9 of this
chapter and Chapter 91, Additional U.S.
Note 4, Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States (19 U.S.C. 1202)).

(c) Native American-style jewelry—(1)
Definition. For the purpose of this pro-
vision, Native American-style jewelry
is jewelry which incorporates tradi-
tional Native American design motifs,
materials and/or construction and

therefore looks like, and could possibly
be mistaken for, jewelry made by Na-
tive Americans.

(2) Method of marking. Except as pro-
vided in 19 U.S.C. 1304(a)(3) and in para-
graph (c)(3) of this section, Native
American-style jewelry must be indeli-
bly marked with the country of origin
by cutting, die-sinking, engraving,
stamping, or some other permanent
method. The indelible marking must
appear legibly on the clasp or in some
other conspicuous location, or alter-
natively, on a metal or plastic tag in-
delibly marked with the country of ori-
gin and permanently attached to the
article.

(3) Exception. If it is technically or
commercially infeasible to mark in the
manner specified in paragraph (c)(2) of
this section, or in the case of a good of
a NAFTA country, the article may be
marked by means of a string tag or ad-
hesive label securely affixed, or some
other similar method.

(d) Native American-style arts and
crafts—(1) Definition. For the purpose
of this provision, Native American-
style arts and crafts are arts and
crafts, such as pottery, rugs, kachina
dolls, baskets and beadwork, which in-
corporate traditional Native American
design motifs, materials and/or con-
struction and therefore look like, and
could possibly be mistaken for, arts
and crafts made by Native Americans.

(2) Method of Marking. Except as pro-
vided for in 19 U.S.C. 1304(a)(3) and
§ 134.32 of this part, Native American-
style arts and crafts must be indelibly
marked with the country of origin by
means of cutting, die-sinking, engrav-
ing, stamping, or some other equally
permanent method. On textile articles,
such as rugs, a sewn in label is consid-
ered to be an equally permanent meth-
od.

(3) Exception. Where it is technically
or commercially infeasible to mark in
the manner specified in paragraph
(d)(2) of this section, or in the case of
a good of a NAFTA country, the article
may be marked by means of a string
tag or adhesive label securely affixed,
or some other similar method.

(e) Assembled articles. Where an arti-
cle is produced as a result of an assem-
bly operation and the country of origin
of such article is determined under this
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